SHERIFF’S DEPARTMENT RESPONSE
SANTA BARBARA COUNTY GRAND JURY’S 2007-2008 REPORT
“North County Jail: A step at a time”
FINDINGS AND RECOMMENDATIONS
Finding 1: AB900 provides an opportunity for Santa Barbara County to compete for funding for
a major portion of the North County Jail. A condition for that funding is for the County to
partner with the State for a secure parolee re-entry program.
Response to Finding 1: The Sheriff’s Department partially agrees with the finding.
Assembly Bill 900 (AB900) allows the County to apply for a State grant to fund up to 75% of
the capital cost to build a New County Jail. The County is not required to partner with the State
for a secure parolee re-entry program. However, the County’s agreement to partner with the State
to locate a re-entry facility in the County, allows the County to receive extra points when the
County’s proposal will be evaluated by the State.
Recommendation 1: The Sheriff and the Board of Supervisors should continue to pursue funding
for the North County Jail through the AB900 competitive grant process.
Response to Recommendation 1: This recommendation has been implemented
On June 20, 2007 the Santa Barbara County Board of Supervisors and Sheriff Bill Brown entered
into an Agreement of Cooperation between the California Department of Corrections and
Rehabilitation (CDCR) and the County of Santa Barbara in which the County and the CDCR
committed to work together to locate an appropriate site for a Secure Reentry Facility.
On February 19, 2008 the Sheriff made a presentation to the Board of Supervisors asking the
Board to provide conceptual approval for the County to respond to the Corrections Standards
Authority’s Request for Proposal (RFP) to compete for an award of funds on behalf of the
County of Santa Barbara for construction of a new county jail. The Board voted unanimously to
provide conceptual approval and directed the Sheriff to return on March 11, 2008 for the Board’s
consideration of adopting the Resolution denoting County assurances in accordance with the
RFP.
On March 11, 2008 the Sheriff returned to the Board of Supervisors asking the Board to approve
the Resolution giving assurances in accordance with the RFP and authorize the Sheriff to sign
and submit the Application for Local Jail Construction Funds. The Board voted unanimously to
allow the Sheriff to proceed with the application and enter into an agreement to accept an award
on behalf of the County of Santa Barbara.
The Application was submitted to CDCR on March 17, 2008.

