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addition, SROs and patrol officers routinely conduct high-visibility patrols before and
after school, particularly during dismissal periods, at bus stops, and in areas students
commonly gather. These patrol efforts are adjusted and focused as needed based on
school concerns, specific incidents, crime trends, community complaints, or requests
from school officials. Patrol supervisors may also deploy additional patrol resources to
campuses and surrounding neighborhoods when appropriate.

The Santa Maria Police Department also maintains open lines of communication with
both school site administrators and district administration offices and remains in
frequent contact to address emerging issues, coordinate responses, and support
overall campus and student safety efforts.

The City of Santa Maria currently provides supervised after-school opportunities
through facilities such as the Abel Maldonado Community Youth Center and Edwards
Community Center, which offer students safe and structured environments after
school hours. Elementary and junior high school students also benefit from programs
such as the Boys & Girls Club, which provide organized activities, mentorship, and
adult supervision during after-school hours.

Additionally, officers assigned to Community Services and School Resource Officers
regularly participate in outreach events and community engagement activities
designed to strengthen relationships with youth, build trust within the community, and
encourage the reporting of safety concerns. Existing partnerships between the Police
Department, Parks and Recreation, community organizations, and local school
districts already provide multiple layers of supervision and support extending beyond
school campuses.

Consistent with the Grand Jury recommendation, the Santa Maria Police Department
supports evaluating opportunities to further formalize these collaborative efforts with
local school districts. This may include identifying preferred or high-priority student
travel routes for enhanced patrol during dismissal periods, exploring a more formal
“Safe Passage” or “Safe Routes” program, coordinating with community partners and
volunteers where appropriate, and evaluating whether formal written agreements or
memorandums of understanding would further strengthen interagency coordination.
Formalizing and documenting these existing practices and partnerships would help
ensure a coordinated and sustainable approach to extending student safety beyond
the school campus.
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